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This meeting was conducted via telephone conferencing pursuant to the Chairperson’s statement 
issued under Minnesota Statutes, section 13D.021.  

 
SUPERVISORS PRESENT:   Kathy Higgins, Shawn Racine, Bob Rucker, Ron Simon, John Strohfus  
ABSENT:  None 
STAFF PRESENT:   Attorney Gilchrist (Kennedy-Graven), Engineer Geheren (Focus) 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   Meeting called to order @ 7:00 PM by Chair Higgins 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Motion R Simon/2nd J Strohfus approval of Agenda as drafted.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, 
S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL:   
Motion S Racine/2nd B Rucker approval of Consent Agenda items which include Board Minutes 
03/02/2020,  Claims #11506-11527, EFT payments- PERA 551251, MN Tax 1789552160, Federal Tax 
35033066 , payroll ending 04/01/2020, Financial Reports.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, S Racine, B Rucker, 
R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0.   
 
HEARING DECISIONS/ZONING ACTIONS: None  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS: 
Special Assessment Policy:  Attorney provided final draft of Special Assessments Policy, to include cap of 
$7500.00 and allocation of cost for overlay/rehabilitation or reconstruction @ 75% assessable.   
Lengthy Board discussion: R Simon- policy is translated well and incorporates everything discussed by Board. 
B Rucker- good policy, support moving forward with the policy.  J Strohfus- not in support of the policy language, 
as it does not limit the number of assessments charged per landowner on a single project. Multiple Ag parcels 
owned by the same person, resulting in a multiplying effect of the assessment.  R Simon- if policy is not adopted, 
does that put a halt to the feasibility study for 2020 St Improvements?  If policy is adopted, still have the ability to 
work on issue and recraft if Board comes up with a better solution?  Attorney- If policy is adopted, the potential 
project this summer would be subject to the policy, as is.  Change of the policy could be made prior to future 
projects, but changes would need to be looked at to see if they were workable. B Rucker- if we don’t do anything 
this year, no assessments, no assessment hearings, and we put off the vote until we can meet in person.  Do the 
pre engineering for Eagles Watch this year, do patching and sealcoating this year.  Work on a bond (1-1.5 M) 
worth of work for 2021, put out bids early.  K Higgins- makes sense.  Also, doing the assessments/hearings by 
phone, lessens the opportunity for public to discuss/question project assessments.  J Strohfus- Don’t know if more 
dialog would be persuasive for a majority vote. Already had lengthy discussions, to have some projects get done 
this year.  More discussion may just delay things. 120th/Morgan in bad condition and would likely receive resident 
feedback if nothing is done this year.  S Racine- move forward, as there will not be approval from 100% of 
community.  Also, roads are bad and will continue to get worse.   
Cara- Doing one big project, bid early in the year can be of value, but bidding right now has been both low and 
high, market not consistent.  S Racine- re: economy moving around and anticipation of market going down, 
multiple projects may improve rates. R Simon- work on plans Board has done is exceptional and has been fair. 
J Strohfus- Supportive of Resolution as written, with the exception of- still supports putting in language that limits 
assessments to 1 assessment per property owner/per project, with the exception of a major development.   
Motion S Racine/2nd B Rucker to adopt the Special Assessment Policy as drafted.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, 
S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon.  Voting No- J Strohfus.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 4-1-0.   
 
120th (Margo-Morgan) and Morgan (120th-122nd) Feasibility & Assessment Resolution to Order:  Engineer 
provided draft Resolution Receiving The Feasibility Report And Ordering Public Hearings For The 2020 Street 
Improvements Project.  Scope of project:  Reclaiming existing pavement, building a new base, subgrade 
correction as needed and installation of new pavement and restoration.  Fourteen parcels are included in the 
assessment roll.  Approval of the resolution would set a public hearing at the 05/04/20 Board Meeting to order the 
improvements and the assessment hearing at the 06/01/20 Board Meeting, to adopt the proposed assessments.  
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Engineer will host a virtual meeting(s) to provide information to the public.  
Motion R Simon/2nd S Racine to adopt Resolution 2020-04 Receiving The Feasibility Report And Ordering 
Public Hearings For The 2020 Street Improvements Project.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, S Racine, B Rucker,  
R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
K Higgins requested that the Engineer gather information re: patching 120th/Morgan.   
 
Engineer is also recommending approval of American Engineering Testing’s proposal for pavement testing 
services.  Motion B Rucker/J Strohfus to accept American Engineering Testing, Inc. proposal for 
Pavement Testing Services on 120th and Morgan Ave S in the amount of $4575.00.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, 
S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Washington County-Rowe Administrative Lot Split:  Applicant Washington County.  Landowner Rowe Trust.  
Applicant is requesting an administrative lot split of a 40 acre parcel (PID 22.027.20.32.0001).  Subject parcel is 
zoned Single Family Estate 1:3 dwelling units.  The proposed lot split would divide the 40 acre parcel into two 20  
acre parcels.  The landowner will retain the newly created northern parcel with the house on it and Washington 
County will purchase and add to their public parks system the newly created 20 acre southern parcel. The 
landowner will retain up to 6 density units (1 of which is already used with the existing home on the property), and 
there will be no density units assigned to the parcel that will be owned by the County as it will become a part of 
the park system.  The existing parcel currently has access onto St Croix Tr S and the northern new parcel will 
continue to have that access.  The southern parcel will not require separate road access as it will be made part of 
the adjacent county park which already has road access.  Because the new parcel being created is being made 
part of the existing public park, there will be no park dedication fee required.  The applicant will be required to 
enter into a development agreement with the Township.  Motion R Simon/2nd S Racine to adopt Resolution 
2020-05 Approving An Administrative Lot Split For The Rowe Trust Property Located In Section 22.  
Voting Yes- K Higgins, S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  
Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
 
Township Electronic Signing:  Attorney provided draft resolution that would authorize electronic and facsimile 
signatures on documents, on a temporary basis.  Motion B Rucker/2nd S Racine to adopt Resolution 2020-06 
Authorizing The Use Of Electronic Documents and Signatures.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, S Racine, 
B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Gravel & Dustcoat Quotes: 
Dustcoat Quotes for calcium chloride-  Luhman’s $1.04/gal.  Envirotech $1.19/gal.  J Strohfus noted that the 
roads contractor was not sure that the 2019 Luhman’s application worked as well as he has seen in prior years. 
J Strohfus would support trying Luhman’s (the lowest quote) again.  Motion J Strohfus/2nd R Simon to accept 
the lowest quote of $1.04/gal from Luhman’s for calcium chloride and application. 
Voting Yes- K Higgins, S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  
Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
   
Gravel Quotes for 3/4-1” limerock-  Bryan Rock $7.25/T material and $4.00 hauling. T. $11.25/T.  Rumpca 
Excavating $5.90/T material and $$2.70 hauling. T. $8.60/T.  Motion J Strohfus/2nd S Racine to accept the 
lowest quote of $8.60/T from Rumpca Excavating, and also approve same hauling rate of $2.70/T to Tri-
County.  Voting Yes- K Higgins, S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- 
None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Road Weight Restrictions:  Each year during road restrictions, the Town has inquiries regarding overweight 
permits.  Typically, these are residents, construction companies and trash hauling companies.  Town has given 
some overweight allowances in certain instances. 
J Strohfus is recommending that the Town draft a process/permit policy for overweight hauling during road 
restrictions for certain circumstances.  Attorney noted that anyone hauling overweight would be subject to a ticket.  
MnDOT determines when road restrictions go on and off.  Road authorities can issue special permits to deviate 
from the weight restrictions.  Board consensus to authorize Attorney to draft a policy and provide to Board for 
review. 
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Legal Updates:  Enforcement hearing has been delayed at this time. 
 
 
 
8:39 PM  Motion R Simon/2nd S Racine to adjourn April 2020 Board Meeting.  Voting Yes- K Higgins,  
S Racine, B Rucker, R Simon, J Strohfus.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0.  
 
 
Becky Herman                                                                
 
 
___________________________________                        ______________________________________ 
Denmark Township Clerk/Treasurer                                           Denmark Township Chair 
 
 
 
Addendum Resolutions  2020-04  Feasibility & Assessment Order 
   2020-05  Wa Co-Rowe Adm Lot Split 
   2020-06  Electronic Signing  
 
 

DENMARK TOWNSHIP 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 2020-04         
 

RESOLUTION RECEIVING THE FEASIBILITY REPORT AND ORDERING 
PUBLIC HEARINGS FOR THE 2020 STREET IMPROVEMENTS PROJECT 

 
WHEREAS, at the direction of the Town Board, the Town Engineer prepared and submitted a feasibility report 

(“Feasibility Report”) regarding the following project: 
  

2020 STREET IMPROVEMENTS – street reclamation including grinding up and recycling the existing blacktop and gravel of 
the street to make a new base, followed subgrade correction as needed, installation of new pavement and restoration 
on 120 Street South from 310 feet east of Margo Avenue South to Morgan Avenue South and Morgan Avenue South 
from 120th Street South to 122nd Street South (collectively, “Project”); 

 
WHEREAS, Town Engineer’s report provides information regarding:  (1) whether the proposed improvement is 

necessary, cost-effective, and feasible; (2) whether it should best be made as proposed or in connection with some other 
improvement; (3) the estimated cost of the improvement as recommended; and (4) a description of the methodology used to 
calculate individual assessments for affected parcels; 

 
WHEREAS, the total cost of the Project is estimated to be $370,000; and 
 
WHEREAS,  the Special Assessment Policy the Town Board adopted establishes a $7,500 cap on the amount 

specially assessed per lot for an improvement project. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board as follows: 
  

1. The Town Board hereby receives the Feasibility Report and will consider the 2020 Street Improvements Project in 
accordance with said report.  
 

2. The Town Board will consider specially assessing the properties benefited by the Project pursuant to Minnesota 
Statutes, Chapter 429 for a portion of the estimated Project cost of $370,000. 



 
approved  05/05/2020 

 
 

    
DENMARK TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES 

April 6, 2020 
 

4 
 

 
3. A public hearing for the Project will be held at 7:00 PM, Monday, May 4, 2020 at the Denmark Town Hall located at 

14008 - 90th Street South.  If, however, the Chairperson’s statement requiring Town meetings to be conducted by 
telephone or by other electronic means during the pandemic emergency remains in place, the hearing will be 
conducted by telephone or other electronic means.  The Town shall give mailed and published notice of the hearing 
and improvements as required by law. 

 
4. A separate public hearing will be held specifically regarding proposed assessments for the Project at 7:00 PM, 

Monday, June 1, 2020 at the Town Hall at 14008 - 90th Street South, or by telephone or other electronic means.  The 
Town shall give mailed and published notice of such hearing and assessments as required by law. 

 
Adopted this 6th day of April 2020.   BY THE TOWN BOARD 
 

DENMARK TOWNSHIP 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 2020-05 
 

RESOLUTION APPROVING AN ADMINISTRATIVE LOT 
SPLIT FOR THE ROWE PROPERTY LOCATED IN SECTION 22 

 
 WHEREAS, Washington County (“Applicant”) submitted an application to Denmark Township (“Town”) requesting 
approval of an administrative lot split of the approximately 40 acre parcel of property (PID # 22.027.20.32.0001) owned by 
David G Rowe Trust (“Owner”), which is legally described as follows (“Property”): 
 

The Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter (NW1/4 of SW1/4) in Section 22, Township 27, Range 20, in the 
County of Washington, State of Minnesota, containing 40 acres, more or less, together with and subject to all 
easements of record; 

 
WHEREAS, the proposed lot split will divide the approximately 40 acre Property into two parcels, each containing 

approximately 20 acres, which are labeled on the survey attached hereto as Exhibit A as Parcel A (“Parcel A”) and Parcel B 
(“Parcel B”), which are legally described in the attached Exhibit B; 

 
WHEREAS, the Owner intends to sell the southern parcel, identified as Parcel B, to the Applicant to be included in 

the County’s St. Croix Bluffs Regional Park; 
 
WHEREAS, the norther parcel, identified as Parcel A, has a home on it and will be retained by the Owner; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board hereby finds and determines as follows: 

 
a. The Property contains approximately 40 acres and the proposed lots split would results in the creation of Parcel A 

and Parcel B, each containing approximately 20 acres; 
 

b. The proposed lot split of the Property is subject to Chapter Three, Section 5 of Denmark Township Development 
Code (“Development Code”), which allows for lot splits that create lots that are 20 acres or more in size and have 500 
feet of road frontage; 

 
c. The Property is zoned single family estate (SFE); 

 
d. The maximum density in SFE is one dwelling unit per 3 acres; 

 
e. The Applicant intends to make Parcel B part of its public park system and so there will be no density units assigned to 

that parcel.  Additionally, the property to which Parcel B will be attached contains the necessary amount of public 
road frontage to allow the lot split; 
 

f. Parcel A will have up to six density units, one of which is already used with the existing home on the Property; 
 

g. The proposed lot split is consistent with the requirements of the Development Code; 
 

h. The Property currently has access onto St. Croix Trail South, and Parcel A will continue to utilize the existing access.  
Parcel B does not require separate access as it will be made part of the adjacent County park, which already has its 
own access; 
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i. No new streets or roads are proposed to be created by the lot split; 

 
j. The lot split will not adversely affect the remainder of the Property, adjoining properties, and will not conflict with the 

Town’s plan, map, or official controls; 
 

k. The Applicant must meet all of the requirements of Chapter Three, Section 5.1(2) of the Development Code by 
submitting the required fees, documentation, and other required materials, which the Applicant has satisfied; 

 
l. Because the new parcel being created is being made part of an existing public park, it is not necessary to require the 

Applicant to pay a park dedication fee; 
 

m. The Applicant will be required to enter into a development agreement with the Town as required by Chapter Three, 
Section 5.1(1) of the Development Code; and 

 
n. The Applicant is responsible for paying all the Town’s costs, including professional fees, it has incurred related to this 

proceeding including the drafting and execution of the required development agreement. 
 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, based on the findings contained herein, the Town Board hereby approves 
the above described administrative minor lot split conditioned on compliance with all the following: 
 

1. Applicant shall enter into a development agreement drafted by the Town within 60 days of the date of this Resolution. 
 
2. If Parcel B is not transferred to Washington County within 180 days from the date of this Resolution, the lot split shall 

become void.  The Applicant may ask the Town Board to extend the transfer deadline if necessary.  The Town Board 
shall determine whether to grant the extension and the length of any such extension. 

 
3. Parcel A shall have a total of six density units, one of which is used.  Utilization of the remaining density units on this 

parcel cannot occur except in conformance with the Development Code. 
 

4. Parcel B shall not have any density units assigned to it as it is being made into parkland. 
 
5. The Applicant shall be responsible for fully reimbursing the Town for its costs related to the lot split, including 

professional fees incurred related to determining the application of the Development Code, drafting this Resolution, 
drafting the development agreement, and all other related costs. 

 
6. The Applicant shall comply with the requirements of the Development Code and the terms, conditions, and 

requirements contained within the development agreement. 
 
7. The Applicant shall be responsible for preparing such legal descriptions, deeds, and other documentation as may be 

necessary to accomplish the split and conveyance of Parcel B.  The Applicant shall also be responsible for complying 
with the requirements of the County Recorder’s office to record the split and conveyance of Parcel B, including but 
not limited to correcting any errors in the survey or legal descriptions. 

 
BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, the Town Board Chairperson and the Town Clerk-Treasurer are hereby authorized to 

enter into the development agreement for this lot split on behalf of the Town once it is in a form acceptable to the Town 
Attorney. 
 
Adopted this 6th day of April 2020.   BY THE TOWN BOARD 
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DENMARK TOWNSHIP 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 2020-06 
 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
ELECTRONIC DOCUMENTS AND SIGNATURES 

 
WHEREAS, the President of the United States and the Governor of the State of Minnesota have declared states of 

emergency as a result of the spread of COVID-19; 
 
WHEREAS, the Chairperson of Denmark Township (“Town”) signed a statement pursuant to Minnesota Statutes, section 

13D.021 directing meetings of the Town to be conducted by telephone or other electronic means; 
 
WHEREAS, the Town is continuing to conduct Town business while respecting the social distancing and group avoidance 

directives; 
 
WHEREAS, Minnesota Statutes, sections 47.41-47.42 authorize the use of facsimile signatures on checks and related 

financial instruments, and Minnesota Statutes, chapters 325L, known as the Uniform Electronic Transaction Act (“Act”), 
authorizes the use of electronic documents and signatures; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board determines that expressly authorizing the use of electronic documents and electronic 

signatures to the greatest extent authorized by law is in the Town’s best interests under the current circumstances. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Denmark Town Board as follows: 
 
1. The use of electronic documents and electronic signatures to conduct Town business is authorized to the greatest extent 

possible under the Act and other applicable laws.  The Chairperson, and the other Town officials authorized to sign 
documents on behalf of the Town, may utilize a facsimile signature or electronic signature in accordance with the Act and 
other applicable laws to the greatest extent possible under law.   
 

2. Any such person authorized to sign Town documents may authorize the Town Clerk-Treasure to affix their facsimile 
signature or electronic signature to a document or other instrument, which shall serve as the authorizing person’s 
signature and is attributable to that person as their act.  The Chairperson is authorized to establish procedures for the use 
of electronic documents and electronic signatures as may be needed to carry out the intent of this Resolution. 
 

3. Once the emergency is over, the Town Board may reevaluate and modify or repeal this authorization as it determines is 
appropriate.  

 
 
 
Adopted this 6th day of April 2020.   BY THE TOWN BOARD 

 
 
        


