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SUPERVISORS PRESENT:   Kathy Higgins, Joe Moore, Bob Rucker, Karen Herman, John Strohfus  
ABSENT:  None 
STAFF PRESENT:  Attorney Gilchrist (Kennedy-Graven), Engineer Stempski (Focus) 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   Meeting called to order @ 7:04 PM by Chair Higgins 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  B Rucker added Eilers Mowing Request.  K Higgins added Cottage Grove Building 
Permits.  K Herman added Noxious Weeds.  Motion J Moore/2nd J Strohfus approval of agenda as amended.  
Voting Yes-J Moore, J Strohfus, B Rucker, K Herman, K Higgins. Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  
Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL: Claims pulled.  Motion J Moore/2nd K Herman approval of Consent 
Agenda items which include Minutes 06/05/2017 Board Meeting, EFT payments- PERA 423690, MN Rev. 
Tax 0677103424, Federal Tax 33615478 payroll ending 07/01/2017 and Financial Reports. 
Voting Yes- J Moore, K Herman, J Strohfus, B Rucker, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  
Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Hearing Decisions/Zoning Actions:  None 
Public Comment:  None 
 
Business Items 
St Croix Riverway:  Natalie Warren presented information on behalf of the St Croix River Association.  Currently 
there is a three-year project funded by the Legislative Citizen Committee on Minnesota Resources to bring 
awareness to the Riverway regulations that protect the lower St Croix River.  Works with local governments, 
realtors and landowners for education, outreach and preventative actions regarding the regulations/restrictions.  
Information can be found on the website stcroixriverassociation.org.  Group has been directing inquiries from 
Township to Washington County/DNR.  K Higgins requested that resident inquiries be directed to the Township, 
as Township has permitting responsibilities.   
J Strohfus- Asked if anyone is policing current properties regarding compliance with regulations.  St Croix River 
Association does not engage in this practice.  K Higgins noted that when these issues do arise, Denmark works 
with the landowners and the County to resolve. 
 
County Commissioner Karla Bigham:  County Commissioner Bigham updated the Board regarding happening 
in Denmark.  Point Douglas Trail will be completed in early August.  Progress updates can be found on 
Washington County’s website under Parks. 
Point Douglas pedestrian bridge (steel truss) between the regional trail and Hastings will be let for bids on 7/25/17 
with the project expected to start in August, completed by end of June 2018. 
St Croix Bluffs boat launch damage will be repaired and completed in October/November 2017 at which time the 
boat ramp will be closed. 
Emerald Ash Borer has been found in Denmark (15 trees standing dead on the east side of Co. Rd. 21, near the 
intersection of Co. Rd. 76).  Landowner has been notified by the Department of Agriculture.  Commissioner will 
keep Denmark informed of status. 
County has passed a pollinator friendly policy which includes best practices, such as spraying & mowing ditches 
at the right time to protect shrubs/plants vital for pollinators. 
K Herman requested that the Town be notified of County schedule/process for weed mowing/spraying.   
 
DeBaere Variance Resolution:  At the June Board Meeting, the board approved the resident’s request to 
remove a different building than what was originally approved with the variance granted on 4/4/2016.  Board 
reviewed draft resolution clarifying which buildings have been approved to be removed or remain on the DeBaere 
property. New request would remove more square footage than the original variance requires, and the newly 
constructed building will still not exceed 2900 sq. ft.   Motion J Strohfus/2nd J Moore to adopt Resolution 2017-
23 Clarifying The Variance Issued For The Property Located At 12170 Morgan Avenue South.  Voting Yes- 
J Strohfus, J Moore, B Rucker, K Herman, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion 
Carried 5-0-0. 
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Roads: 
2017 Street Improvements Bid Award- Reclaim/Overlay Base Bid 80th St S (Oakgreen to St Croix Tr), Alternate 
Bid 113th St (to cul-de-sac).  Received six bids.    Engineer noted that an additional expense for the project would 
be the class 5 gravel that will be added to the base of the roads prior to reclaiming.  Engineer estimates the cost 
at approximately $10,000.   
Discussion regarding inspection of road projects.  Not a state road, so no requirement to do cores.  Engineer 
works with the contractor regarding having the right equipment on the job, and doing the right number of passes 
by compaction method.  Material is a MnDOT mix from a certified plant. 
Engineer recommends awarding the contract to Hardirives, the lowest responsible bidder, which includes both 
80th and 113th Streets. 
Motion J Moore/2nd B Rucker to award the 2017 Street Improvements contract to Hardrives, Inc., the 
lowest responsible bidder, for both 80th (Oakgreen to St Croix Tr) and 113th (to the cul-de-sac), in the 
amount of $269,710.47.  Voting Yes- J Moore, B Rucker, J Strohfus, K Herman, K Higgins.  Voting No- 
None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
Construction to begin end of July/beginning of August, completion September.  Engineering firm will notify 
affected neighbors. 
Estimates Tri-County Services- 
Estimate #12 replace two culverts on 80th St prior to St Improvement.  24”x34” near G Herman residence and one 
18”x34” culvert east of G Herman residence ($9600.00).  Large concrete culvert crossing under 80th from the 
Bahe property was functioning and did not need replacement.   
Estimate #13 122nd/Morgan shoulder repair- 27.3 T asphalt to fix 300 ft damaged shoulder, saw cut road to make 
straight edge, labor to install asphalt, process is to cut road, make straight edge go 300 ft, from zero to 3 ft wider 
in the corner, shoulder material (class 1 modified recycled asphalt) and lay it down ($6298.88). 
Estimate #14 68th St, fix four catch basins, cutout, lower and retar ($4696.00). 
Motion J Strohfus/2nd J Moore approval of Tri-County estimates #12, #13, #14 and authorization for Tri-
County to complete the projects as submitted.  Voting Yes- J Strohfus, J Moore, B Rucker, K Herman, 
K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Sealcoat/Crack Seal Project-  Crack Seal is partially done. Engineer estimated crack sealing at $7500.  
Contractor has used up the material and 127th St has not been done yet.  Contractor estimates that additional 
material needed will be $1800.00 to bring the total to $9300.00.  Engineer noted that crack sealing material is 
difficult to estimate, and is dependent on the width and depth of the existing cracks.  Engineer obtained 2nd quote 
on additional material (much higher than contractor’s estimate) and would recommend approval of additional 
material purchase for contractor to finish. K Higgins noted that there also may be cracks on Osprey that haven’t 
been filled.  Osprey will be checked.  Board consensus to approve additional crack seal material for total expense 
up to $9300.00. 
Along Neal Ave (110-122nd), majority of cracks have been filled.  Within 6” of the road edge, the slopes are so 
steep, the router could not be set up safely.  Because of a safety issue, the cracks could not be routed to the 
edge.  Engineer contacted MnDOT, Cottage Grove and a second contractor who all concurred that this was a 
reasonable concern.  Engineer recommends that the edge be sawcut out 3 ft, compact the gravel and add a 3” 
bituminous patch back in.  Most of the damaged edge is on the north end, east side of Neal near 110th St.  
Discussion re: whether to repair before sealcoating or just leave and fix during reclaim/overlay in the future.   
J Moore questioned if we were getting close to adding material to the steep ditch/widening the road.  Engineer 
noted that this sealcoat would go into the 7-year cycle.  When it is time for a reclaim, some of the ditch grading/ 
filling/road widening work could be done. Denmark roads contactor estimated work cost to be between $10,000 
and $20,000.    
Board consensus to have the Engineer get written quotes for patching edges on Neal Avenue. 

 
Eagle’s Watch Driveways:  Discussion regarding meeting with Eagle’s Watch residents, Town Engineer and       
J Strohfus.  Strohfus noted that the homeowners each had different opinions regarding possible options for 
driveway repairs.  Discussion regarding Town options including having the Town Engineer review driveway issues 
to gather finite criteria and clear direction regarding cost/need of repair.  Board consensus to withdraw 
reimbursement offer for driveway repair due to difficulty obtaining homeowner consensus. 
Motion B Rucker/2nd K Herman to withdraw offers of share fixing driveways to the homeowners in Eagle’s 
Watch Development and to proceed with planned patch of the roadway to industry standards prior to its 
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2018 sealcoating.  Voting Yes-B Rucker, K Herman, J Moore, J Strohfus, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  
Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0.   
J Strohfus will follow up with Eagle’s Watch residents.  
Engineer noted that should some of the patching extend into some of the driveways, the criteria is well defined as 
to being in the best interest of maintaining the integrity of the roadway.   
 
Town Hall Playground: J Moore has received quotes for playground mulch for the 60x100 ft playground.  Quotes 
were from $19.95/cu yd to $13.00/cu yd.  The pea rock will have to be removed.  Moore has contacted other 
communities regarding material recommendations for the playground.  The rubber chips are no longer being used 
due to safety concerns.  Contractor who Moore spoke with believes that we will need 240 cu yds ($3120.00) plus 
$85.00 load Charges, T $3630.00.  Tri-County would charge $85.00/hr for loader and $80.00 load to haul out.  J 
Moore is proposing to pile material on the parking lot and add material to the playground as needed.  Current 
budget for Town Hall Park is $5000, would need to increase budget to $12,000.00.    
Moore will speak with contractor regarding placing landscape barrier material under the mulch to help prevent 
weed growth. 
Motion J Moore/2nd B Rucker to move forward with the park playground project, approximate cost not to 
exceed $6500.00.  Voting Yes- J Moore, B Rucker, J Strohfus, K Herman, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  
Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Right of Way Utility Work:  Discussion re:  marking utility structures to prevent them from being hit by the ditch 
mower when covered with weeds.  County policy requires utility companies to install 4 ft visible markers for 
boxes/pedestals.  Discussion re: changing Denmark’s Right-Of Way policy.  Attorney noted that there is a State 
ROW Ordinance process.  B Rucker express concerns that Town purchasing markers for the existing unmarked 
boxes would set a precedent for protecting future contractor’s equipment. Clerk will try to contact utility company 
to see if they would mark the existing boxes.  Motion J Moore/2nd J Strohfus to approve Town purchase of 
markers for road contractor to install/mark at his expense the unmarked utility boxes if no resolution is 
made by Utility Company and to amend policy to include notice to future utility companies to visibly mark 
boxes.  Voting Yes- J Moore, J Strohfus, B Rucker, K Herman, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- 
none.  Motion Carried 5-0-0.     
 
2016 Financial Audit:  Motion J Moore/2nd J Strohfus to accept the Financial Audit performed by Oberloh 
& Associates.  Voting Yes- J Moore, J Strohfus, B Rucker, K Herman, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  
Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0.  
 
Eilers Mowing Request:  Mr. Eilers is requesting that the Town mow his neighbor’s property, from the road to 
the crop line.  He stated that the Town has mowed this in the past.  B Rucker let the resident know that the Town 
would not take on the liability of mowing private property and that we do not arbitrarily choose where we are going 
to mow private property and where we are not.  Attorney noted that no monies can be spent by municipalities 
mowing private property. B Rucker will contact resident regarding Board discussion.    
 
Cottage Grove Building Permits:  Cottage Grove Building Department issues Denmarks’s building permits.  
They indicated that their expenses have increased and will be increasing their rate to Denmark by 2 ½ % effective 
for 2018.    
 
Claims Pulled:  Added Claim #10943 Rivertown Newspaper Group in the amount of $169.00 and Claim #10944 
Envirotech Services, Inc. in the amount of $11,969.51.  Motion J Moore/2nd B Rucker approval of Claims 
#10930-10944.  Voting Yes- J Moore, B Rucker, J Strohfus, K Herman, K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  
Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
 
Legal Updates:  Spoke with West Lakeland Attorney regarding Town registering with courts to receive portion of 
criminal fines collected.  Town is receiving fines revenue at this time. 
Utility/Right of Way- Legislature has been amended to include cell company antennas. 
New Legislation- Must post all proposed ordinances on the website for at least 10 days before final action. 
 
10:35 PM  Motion J Moore/2nd B Rucker to adjourn.  Voting Yes- J Moore, B Rucker, K Herman, J Strohfus,  
K Higgins.  Voting No- None.  Abstaining- None.  Motion Carried 5-0-0. 
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Becky Herman                                                                
 
______________________________________ 
Denmark Township Clerk/Treasurer                                                     Denmark Township Chair 
 
 
 
Addendum Resolution  
2017-23 DeBaere Variance Clarification 
 

DENMARK TOWNSHIP 
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 

Resolution No. 2017-23 
 

RESOLUTION CLARIFYING THE VARIANCE ISSUED FOR 
THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT 12170 MORGAN AVENUE SOUTH 

 
 WHEREAS, John DeBaere (“Applicant”) sought a variance from the Town Board as to the maximum allowable 
number, and square footage, of accessory structures for his property located at 12170 Morgan Avenue South, Denmark 
Township, Minnesota, which is legally described in the attached Exhibit A (“Property”); 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant proposed to demolish five of the eight existing accessory structures on the Property and to 
build one new accessory structure not exceeding 2,900 square feet; 
 WHEREAS, on April 4, 2016, the Town Board adopted Resolution No. 2016-09 granting the requested variance 
(“Variance Resolution”); 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant had identified the five buildings he intended to demolish, but they were not specifically 
identified in the Variance Resolution; 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant has indicated a desire to change which buildings he will demolish, which will actually result 
in the removal of more square footage of accessory structures than originally proposed; 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant submitted the aerial photo of his buildings (“Photo”), attached hereto as Exhibit B, that 
numbers the buildings; 
 WHEREAS, the five buildings the Applicant originally proposed to demolish are identified on the Photo as buildings 
#1, #2, #3, and #4 (which includes the small shed to the east that was separately identified and constitutes the original fifth 
building); 
 WHEREAS, the Applicant now proposes to keep building #1 (576 sq. ft.) and to instead demolish building #5 (768 sq. 
ft.); and 
 WHEREAS, this change does not alter the underlying variance and actually reduces the total square foot of 
accessory buildings on the Property. 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Board that the variance granted for the Property on April 4, 
2016 by Resolution No. 2016-09 is hereby clarified as follows: 
 

1. The Applicant may, as part of the variance, demolish building #5 and leave building #1 as shown on the Photo. 
 

2. As a result of this clarification, the Applicant shall, as provided in the Variance Resolution, demolish the accessory 
structures identified on the Photo as buildings #3, #4 (including the adjoining shed to the east), #5, and #2.  Failure to 
remove these buildings in accordance with the timeline provided in the Variance Resolution shall constitute a violation 
of the Town’s zoning regulations. 
 

3. The total square footage of the new accessory building to be built on the Property shall remain as not to exceed 
2,900. 
 

4. No alteration of the terms of the Variance Resolution is intended by this clarifying resolution. 
 

5. The Town Clerk-Treasurer shall record this resolution in the office of the County Recorder. 
 

6. The Applicant is required to reimburse the Town for all costs it incurred related to issuing this clarification including, 
but not limited to, professional fees incurred and recording costs. 

 
 

Adopted on the 6th day of July, 2017.  By The Town Board 


